
 

 

January 12, 2019 
 
Dear CCSD Families and Community Members: 
 
Welcome to a new calendar year.  It is difficult to believe that we are almost at the halfway mark 
of our school year.  Thursday, January 17, 2019 marks the end of the first semester.  There will 
be no school on Friday, January 18, 2019 for our teacher work day.  
 
The second half of the school year is also significant as our legislature begins their work. The 
31st  Alaska legislature starts its work on January 15, 2019.  Alaska’s fiscal situation and the FY 
20 budget process will once again be making the majority of the headlines.  As we are all aware, 
the State of Alaska has lost significant revenues due to a drop in oil prices and aging oil fields.  
As a result, our state administration has been balancing our state budget from savings.   Recently 
the new Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Director, Donna Arduin, outlined the new 
state administration's approach to their first budget.  She clearly stated that Alaskans should 
expect a balanced budget with expenditures matching existing revenues. The biggest difference 
is that with a much larger PFD appropriation, combined with lower oil prices, the deficit has 
swelled to $1.6B. As a community concerned about the quality of educational programs we can 
offer our students, we could potentially see cuts to public education. Given the current fiscal 
situation facing our state, if public education can secure flat funding for the 2019-20 school year, 
this would be a major win for public education.  CCSD’s intent is to partner with other districts 
across the state and our state-wide educational associations to strongly advocate for public 
education and flat funding.  Although flat funding is ultimately a reduction to public education 
due to annual inflationary costs, flat funding would provide the opportunity for CCSD to sustain 
the high-quality programs we currently provide our community. As a community we must 
remain diligent as we work with our legislators during the spring legislative session to ensure 
that the legislature protects public education funding.     
 
As noted in previous communications this school year, expanding the services CCSD provides  
homeschool/correspondence students has been a primary goal.  CCSD is pleased to note that our 
enrollment districtwide grew 3.35% this year from the 2017-18 school year.  Our 
homeschool/correspondence program (PACE) provides a tremendous resource to families 
statewide who want the flexibility of developing an individual student learning plan for each of 
their students that can be 100% based within our homeschool model or blended between 
homeschool, private school, or our community public educational options.   It also provides a 
tremendous resource to our community.  Our work to grow our homeschool/correspondence 
enrollment is a critical goal for two specific reasons.  First, it allows us to provide our high-
quality customer service and educational options to a greater number of families statewide, and 
secondly it provides the district the ability to weather the unpredictability of our current state 
financial position.  A larger, more robust student enrollment provides CCSD a stronger financial 
footing and the possibility to offset potential cuts or flat funding at the state level.  
 
 



 

 

Finally, the month of February is school board recognition month.  Please reach out to our 
current board members and student representative who devote their time and energy to help 
shape the strongest educational programs for our families and students and thank them for their 
service to our community and dedication to our students. Furthermore, the CCSD Board takes 
seriously their responsibility to hear from as many stakeholders as possible regarding all district 
operations and initiatives.  Please share your thoughts and recommendations for how the district 
might improve the services we provide our students.  Comments and recommendations can be 
provided at every Board meeting during the Public Comments agenda item, or can be emailed or 
mailed directly to me and I will share immediately with our Board members.     
 
In closing, thank you for sharing your child(ren) with CCSD.  Our student population is a special 
resource to our community and our state.  What a privilege it is to be able to work with our 
students and help shape our state’s future.  Please contact me at the phone number above or the 
email address below if there is any additional information that I can share about any of the items 
noted in this letter.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Chris Reitan, CCSD Superintendent       
Email: creitan@craigschools.com 
 


